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Village of Maine Board of Trustees 

Monday, February 8, 2021 
Village of Maine Board Meeting 
 
Maine Municipal Center 
6111 N. 44th Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 

 
 
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA  
 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Maine will hold a regular monthly meeting at the 
Maine Municipal Center on Monday, February 8, 2021 6:00 p.m.  Accounts Payable will 
be reviewed at 6:00 p.m. and General Business will commence at 6:30 p.m.  PLEASE 
NOTE - we are continuing to take COVID-19 precautionary measures. 

1)  

AGENDA  
 

1. Call the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  – Betty Hoenisch, Village President 
 

2. Review bills - motion to approve the payment of time slips, invoices and 
statements    

3. 6:30 p.m. - General Business 
 

4. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag  
 

5. Motion to dispense of the reading and approval of the minutes from previous 
Village of Maine Board Meetings 

 

6. President's Report  
 

7. Administrator's Report 
  

8. Clerk's Report 
 

9. Treasurer’s Report 
 

10. Fire Department Report 
 

11. Marathon County Supervisors Report by Jonathan Fisher 
 

12. Comments from the audience on Other Business items  A - E below 
    

13. Other Business:    
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A. Discussion and possible action on property assessment for 10325 N. 6th Avenue  
 

B. Discussion and possible action on un-built road in Midstate Riverside subdivision  
 

C. Discussion and possible action on Spangler's Occupancy Bond Refund 
 

D. Discussion and possible action on Lincoln County Humane Society Animal 
Agreement  

 

E. Discussion and possible action on Winter Newsletter  
    

14. Report from audience on culverts, road issues and/or requests to have an item 
placed on the next Village Board Meeting agenda. 

 

15. The next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, March 8, 2021. 
 

16. Adjournment 
 

I certify that this agenda was posted at the Brokaw Post Office, Brokaw Village Hall, Red Granite Bar & 
Grill, Richard’s Restaurant & Bar, Schmidt’s Bar and the Maine Municipal Center, 6111 N. 44th Avenue, 
Wausau, WI  on January 9, 2021.  (Please note - the Bars and Restaurants that are posting locations may 
not hold regular hours due to COVID-19.)  Agenda was also posted on Maine's website.  
 

Betty Hoenisch, Village President 

 

Any person in need of reasonable accommodation should notify the Village of Maine forty-eight (48) hours prior to a meeting. 
Contact Cindy Bailey, Village of Maine Clerk, by phone at 715-675-5607 or in person at the address above. 
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Minutes 

Village of Maine Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – Monday, February 8, 
2021 
 

1. Call the meeting to order. 
President Hoenisch called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
Present at the meeting: Trustees Jon Graveen, Tom Mullaley (by phone), Wes 
Schoepke, Tad Schult, President Betty Hoenisch, Clerk Cindy Bailey, Treasurer 
Patti Neumann, Attorney Randy Frokjer, Administrator Keith Rusch, Administrator 
Rich Grefe, Office Assistant Merriebeth Russ.  

2. Review bills – Motion to approve the payment of time slips, invoices and 
statements. 

Trustee Graveen made a motion to approve the payment of time slips, invoices 
and statement. Trustee Schoepke seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

3. General Business 
President Hoenisch stated that before the general business meeting, she met with 
Attorney Frokjer and Zoning Administrator Rich Grefe to discuss with Tom and 
Diana Witter their desire to have their property rezoned on County Road U. This is 
the property that Marathon County has offered to purchase for the proposed 
building site of several County Departments.  
President Hoenisch also asked the Board of Trustees to drive by and look at the 
Bovine Drive area and familiarize themselves with the layout, as the Village will be 
working on plans for a much-needed cul-de-sac there. Attorney Frokjer will be 
assisting in the issues on Bovine Drive that involve going into the existing non-
conforming lot and make it more non-conforming. In addition, there may be 
issues with the City of Wausau having taken a parcel from the veterinary clinic 
creating a land-locked parcel.  

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

5. Motion to dispense of the reading and approval of the minutes of previous Village 
of Maine Board Meetings.  
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Trustee Schult made a motion to approve of the minutes from the January 11, 
2021 Monthly Board Meeting. Trustee Graveen seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 

Trustee Schult made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 14, 2021 
Special Board Meeting. Trustee Graveen seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

6. President’s report 
It’s been interesting with the weather – haven’t heard complaints. The Public 
Works drivers were out last Thursday at 4 a.m. to salt and sand, took a couple 
hours break, then came back and did their regular routes. They were back out at 2 
a.m. Friday morning to go over the roads again. None of the Board members had 
heard any complaints. 
President Hoenisch has spent a lot of time researching the situation with the 
Tranquil River Lane homeowner. She spoke with the homeowner and explained 
the emergency service situation and clarified the tax issues. They indicated that 
several of the property owners on Tranquil River Lane might be interested in 
getting their land combined into one parcel. She explained to the homeowner 
that it was quite a process involving the two municipalities and working to get 
equitable tax evaluations in the exchange. She said that the Board wasn’t 
interested in taking on the process but was willing to work with them if they 
organized a meeting with the groups involved.  

7. Administrator’s Report 
Eastside Improvements: The only component left on this project is an upgrade to 
the SCADA system which is in place and bugs are being worked out prior to well 
start up. 
Water Tower Modification: Modifications and maintenance work required for the 
tower are complete. Cathodic Protection has not been activated yet to be sure we 
do not violate any warrantees for the painting that was completed as part of the 
upgrade. It is in the schedule to be activated one year from its installation. 
Heat Trace Replacement: After receiving the first electrical bill since this has been 
activated, we are looking at ways to reduce the costs. Sewer heat trace has been 
turned off, which we don’t believe we need. The company that supplied the 
control system is looking at its program to check its operation. Once confirmed 
we will look at reducing the temperature set point (45 degrees) to hopefully 
reduce costs. 
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Drilling Wells 7 and 8: The wells have been drilled, tested and are ready to be put 
online when infrastructure and well house have met all DNR requirements. 
Well house: We received conditional DNR approval to put wells online. There are 
some components to well house construction that need to be completed and a 
startup timeline submitted to the DNR prior to going online. I will have a 
conference call this week with the chemical testing equipment supplier to 
determine their testing timeline, which will dictate our activation timeline. I 
anticipate being able to go online prior to the end of February. 
Transmission main, Access Road, Dry Hydrants: Transmission main installation is 
complete. The final grading of the road/ditch lines, seeding/mulching and gate 
installation will occur in the spring. Dry hydrant installation is complete. 
Boat Landing Road: I have submitted the documents required for final 
reimbursement through the Recreational Boating Facilities Grant program but 
have not received a timeline on when that reimbursement will be received. I will 
check with our grant coordinator this week to see if I can get an idea on when we 
can expect that payment. Final grading and seeding will occur in the spring. 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) permitting: We have been approved for a 
Multi-Discharge Variance (MDV) through the DNR which allows us some time to 
work through potential plans for the sewer utility direction. The operating permit 
for the WWTP required re-submittal. The documents have been sent to the DNR 
and a facility review from DNR staff has occurred. Several suggestions to assist 
with facility operation have been officially sent to us and Clayton has already 
made some changes, with positive results. We will need to continue with 
implementing DNR suggestions as we work on the facility assessment. There are 
several documents associated with Sewer Utility management that require 
updating, which I am working on completing. 
Water system temperatures: Clayton had a very good handle on system 
management with the old infrastructure to prevent freezing in conditions we are 
currently experiencing. With all new lines east of the river we have some 
unknowns which we are working through. This morning temperatures east of the 
river were 38.4, which is better than what we would have experienced previously. 
The tower was at 32.8 which we will be keeping a close eye on. As a result of 
being overly cautious we are running water at the sewer house to keep flows 
higher and prevent freezing conditions. 
Respectfully submitted: Keith Rusch, Administrator 

8. Clerk’s Report 
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Clerk Bailey stated that the February 16 Primary Election absentee ballot requests 
have been mailed. There were about 150. It will no doubt be a small election. 
There will also be a Spring Election on April 6, 2021. 

9. Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Patti Neumann read the January 2021 Treasurer’s report as follows: 
 

Village of Maine General Accounts 
    

Checking Account     
Beginning Balance as of: 12/31/2020   $297,005.98 
      Deposits and Interest   $       937,426.86   
      Disbursements   $  (1,145,332.05)  
Balance as of: 1/31/2021   $89,100.79 

    
Municipal Savings Account     
Beginning Balance on: 12/31/2020   $919,405.64 
       Deposits and Interest:   $    2,512,939.74   
       Disbursements:   $     (935,437.57)  
Balance as of: 1/31/2021   $2,496,907.81 

    
Municipal Savings Account (Shared 
Revenue)   
Beginning Balance on: 12/31/2020   $64,454.40 
       Deposits and Interest:   $                  3.27   
       Disbursements:   $                     -     
Balance as of: 1/31/2021   $64,457.67 

    
    

Village of Maine Fire Department Accounts 
    

Checking Account     
Balance as of: 12/31/2020   $227.80 
        Deposits and Interest   $                  0.01   
        Disbursements   $                     -     
Balance as of 1/31/2021   .  $227.81 

    
Memorial & Donations Money Market Account   
Balance as of: 12/31/2020   $34,696.69 
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         Deposits and Interest   $                  1.76   
         Disbursements   $                     -     
Balance as of : 1/31/2021   $34,698.45 

    
Equipment Outlay Account     
Balance as of: 12/31/2020   $5,709.10 
           Deposits and Interest   $                     -     
           Disbursements   $                     -     
Balance as of: 1/31/2021   $5,709.10 

    
Respectfully Submitted Patricia Neumann  

 

Trustee Schult made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for January 
2021. Trustee Graveen seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

10. Fire Department Report   
Fire fighters Jeremy Bozinski and Scott Prochnow were present at the meeting to 
report on the Fire Department. Two weeks ago there was a fire at Willow Springs 
which was contained to the basement. There was also a report of a gas leak north 
of A on County Road K. Upon investigation it was found to be the fumes from Van 
Der Geest farm. Clerk Bailey said a resident also called with a complaint of fire 
alarms going off in their home for no reason. She asked Assistant Fire Chief 
Bozinski what she should do if she receives similar calls in the future. In discussion 
it was pointed out that the hard-wired alarm systems have a life expectancy of 10 
years and that could possibly be the issue. The Assistant Chief stated that she 
should refer the call to Joe Bozinski who will follow up with the resident.  

11. Marathon county Supervisors Report by Jonathan Fisher 
HR and Finance committee is focused on getting aligned for the next budget cycle, 
having just completed the current budget process. One of the large projects will 
be going over the employee health care plan and finding the most cost-effective 
plan to meet the county’s needs. They are also looking at refining the tax deed 
process in hopes of being able to turn those properties around and them back on 
the tax roll as soon as possible. He updated the Board on the current COVID-19 
situation within the county which represents a significant decline over the status 
at the beginning of January. Approximately 1 in 10 residents have had COVID-19.  
Just approved $19 million in general obligation bonds for the Northcentral Health 
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Care redesign project. And they just approved $5.8 million in additional capital 
funding which will be going to the county roads to keep the spend up for future 
transportation needs.  
Attorney Frokjer asked about the status of County plan to purchase Witter’s land 
to put in a County Municipal Facility. Mr. Fisher indicated that there has been no 
further information brought to the finance committee on that and it would need 
to move through that committee again. He has not seen any further action on it in 
the last couple of weeks. Trustee Schult expressed concern that the county is 
going to spend $60,000 per acre on that property when there are other parcels in 
the are that would be more cost effective, and that the public seems to not be 
aware of the plan. Supervisor Fisher stated that he did not think anything had 
been approved by the finance committee when it was presented last year, but he 
would check in the minutes. At any rate it would have to come back through the 
Finance Committee to move forward. The recommendation from the County 
Board Size Task Force was to keep the number of county board members the 
same 38 members to accommodate and best represent all the municipalities and 
residents of the county.  

12. Comments from the audience. 
There were no audience contributions. 

11. Other Business 

 A. Discussion and possible action on property assessment for 10325 N. 6th Ave.  
This was worked on at the last meeting. Mr. Lenius called President Hoenisch and 
asked her to compile records on all the neighbors in his subdivision, which she 
did. She checked with him on Saturday to see if the item needed to be put on the 
agenda and they discussed the situation further. He points back to his one 
neighbor whose house sold for a lot more than what it was assessed for.  
President Hoenisch called the assessor again and asked about the other property 
Mr. Lenius refers to rather than focusing on Mr. Lenius’ property. It was assessed 
for $202,800 but sold for $352, 000. She found that the home was graded as a 
Grade C with a basement adjustment of $12,000. The attached garage was not 
added which is at least $15,000.  Also not included in the tax assessment was the 
deck for several thousand or the open porch valued at $5,000. This research led 
to finding that Mr. Lenius has not been over assessed on his property, rather his 
neighbor has been under assessed on his property.  
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 B. Discussion and possible action on un-built road in Midstate Riverside 
subdivision. 
There appears to be a highway order and a plat indicating a road off Brandenburg 
Avenue in the Midstate Riverside Subdivision. The road was never built or 
maintained. President Hoenisch, Administrator Grefe, and Attorney Frokjer met 
with Ms. Heckendorf whose land surrounds the undeveloped road before the 
board meeting. There are terrain issues, and it would be a problem to have 
another road entrance on the curve on Brandenburg Avenue should Ms. 
Heckendorf decide to sell her 0.73-acre lot in the future. She is, however, willing 
to combine all 3 parcels of land into one parcel to prevent the future sale of the 
.73-acre piece. A special Board of Trustees meeting will be scheduled for this issue 
and Attorney Frokjer will research whether the highway order was ever approved 
or not.  

This item was tabled for discussion in a Special Board of Trustees meeting. 

 C. Discussion and possible action on Spangler’s Occupancy Bond Refund. 
The contractor notified Building Inspector Grefe that the remaining unfinished 
items on the Spangler home have been completed. The contractor requested the 
occupancy bond refunded. Building Inspector Grefe questioned if the occupancy 
bond should be refunded to the owner or not due to previous building issues. 
President Hoenisch asked how it was possible to issue an occupancy permit and 
refund the bond when there are no approved plans on file that were followed? 
There is currently a lawsuit going on regarding this property having to do with a 
collapsed basement wall. An 8” basement wall had been planned and a 6” 
basement wall was constructed. The lawsuit is between the homeowners and the 
excavator, Steve Miller. Administrator Grefe is in the process of fulfilling an open 
records request for the lawsuit.  Attorney Frokjer questioned Administrator Grefe 
regarding the Ordinances on Occupancy Permits and Bonds. Attorney Frokjer will 
read the language and update the Board at the next meeting. 

The item was tabled for future discussion. 

 D. Discussion and possible action on Lincoln County Human Society Animal 
Agreement.  

Trustee Schoepke made a motion to approve the 2021 Lincoln County Humane 
Society Animal Agreement in the amount of $1,000.00. Trustee Graveen 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
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 E. Discussion and possible action on Winter Newsletter. 

Trustee Schoepke made a motion to allow President Hoenisch to make final 
decisions on the revisions and printing of the Winter Newsletter after updates 
and revisions. Trustee Graveen seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

14. Report from audience on culverts, road issues, and/or requests to have an item 
placed on the next Village Board Meeting agenda. 
A few culverts are starting to heave such as the culvert by Zahn’s farm as well as 
one on Decator Drive. President Hoenisch said that there will be gravel delivered 
this week and the road crew will be filling them in. She said Hillcrest is getting 
bad, too. In most cases the old clay road raises and the culvert, placed with new 
materials, stays in place. The Public Works crew has been going to more 
conferences to learn new ways to deal with the issue. Public Works has started 
excavating out more on a V when placing a new culvert. They also extend the area 
being excavating to help prevent issues later.  

15. The next Board of Trustees Meeting will be Monday, March 8, 2021. 

16. Meeting Adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 

Trustee Schoepke made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m. Trustee 
Graveen seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
Merriebeth Russ, Office Assistant and approved on March 8, 2021. 
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